Supporting special needs in the mainstream classroom: children's perceptions of the adult role.
Inclusion of children with significant special educational needs within the ordinary classroom frequently involves additional human resources. In the UK, specialist teachers and classroom assistants (teachers' aides) are now a regular feature of many classrooms. Their purpose is to provide advice and support to the teacher and/or specifically to assist the child with special educational needs in accessing the mainstream curriculum. There has been little research into the impact of these additional adults on children not designated as having special educational needs, although their attitudes and responses are likely to prove critical to the success of any policy of inclusive education. This study examines the responses of 713 children (ages 7-14+) attending 27 schools in London to questions relating to the role of adults supporting special educational needs (SEN) children in their classrooms and to the social desirability of being singled out for support. The findings suggest that the majority of those responding saw the support being directed towards the teacher's needs. The recognition of pupils' needs was less frequently expressed. The desirability of support became challenged by some children in the upper age range of the sample. Reasons for this and the implications for inclusive education are considered.